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Upcoming Events

March 22
College Planning NIght

March 23
Disney Sing-Along 

March 27
HBOE Meeting

March 29
Early Dismissal

March 30 - April 6
Spring Break

April 9 - 13
Preschool Registration 

Week

April 11
Kindergarten Registration 

Session

March 23, 2018

Social Media
Digital Backpack

Facebook
Twitter

Mobile Application

Dear Parents and Guardians,

As you know, the snow day this week requires an additional make-up 
day. I was truly hoping to preserve spring break for everyone but that 
will not be possible. As a result, the Hoboken Public School District 
will be open on Friday, April 6th. In the overall grand scheme, we have 
fared much better than most nearby districts. An updated 2017-2018 
District Calendar has been posted on the website for your reference.

Please join me in congratulating K’wan Meggett, Hoboken High 
School student and recipient of the 2018 Hudson County School 
Boards Association’s Unsung Heroes Award. K’wan was recognized as 
an Unsung Hero for his outstanding contributions to Hoboken High 
School and the Hoboken community. This award is for Honorees who 
may have overcome academic or personal challenges, modeled good 
citizenship, or have shown spirit or quiet strength that inspires others. 
K’wan was the perfect choice for this award.  He is an upstanding 
young man with a bright future. I look forward to hearing about his 
achievements in the upcoming years.

I’d also like to congratulate our STEAM Tank Challenge teams who 
will be representing our district at the 2018 STEAM Tank Challenge in 
April! We have two teams advancing this year:  second graders Pria 
Wolsky, Isabella Roach, Rajan Grover, Erik Jacobson, and Cameron 
Daly will be putting their reusable notebook “R Notebook” on display. 
Also advancing are 5th graders Beatrice Olney, Kayla Koines, GG Fink, 
Paz De La Torre, and Annelien Schissler with their concept “Hi Lo 
Heels,” an interchangeable high heel complete with a biodegradable 
shoebox. We are so proud of all your hardwork and we look forward 
to cheering you on at the competition!

Since 1987, March has been celebrated as Women’s History Month. 
Women’s History Month seeks to recognize the great contributions 
that women have made to our nation. Our students at Hoboken High 
School got the chance to celebrate some wonderful female leaders 
of Hudson County last week, as they welcomed a team of ‘female 
first responders’ from Hoboken and Jersey City to speak at the 
Lunchbox Lecture Series for our Personal Growth Period. I would like 
to personally thank Hoboken Police Department Sergeant Melissa 
Gigante, Hoboken Fire Department Captain Maria Diaz, Jersey City 
Medical Center Paramedic Magaly Rivera, and Jersey City Medical 
Center Trauma Nurse Amanda Hanna for participating in a number of 
Lunchbox Lectures. 

Do you know of any families in Hoboken, not currently participating 
in our Pre-K classes, but are wishing to enroll in our Kindergarten 
Program for September?  If so, please remind them that our next 
registration event is scheduled for this April 11th in the David E. Rue 
Building, located 301 Garden Street. Any additions to the already 
scheduled events will be announced accordingly. For more details 
including necessary paperwork and items that you should bring with 
you to registration, please click here.

I extremely pleased to announce our Preschool Week of Registration. 
Registration will be held from April 9th to April 13th at the David E. 
Rue School Gymnasium. For more important information including 
registration time slots, participation requirements, documentation 
requirements, placement determination, and more, please click here 
or contact Ms. Nory Rojas at nrojas@hoboken.k12.nj.us.

Right on the heels of Preschool Registration Week, we will be 
celebrating the Week of the Young Child! The Week of the Young 
Child is an annual celebration hosted by the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children celebrating early learning, young 
children, their teachers, and families. This year’s celebration will last 
from April 16-20th and will include Music Monday!, Tasty Tuesday, 
Work Together Wednesday, Artsy Thursday, and Family Friday! I know 
I speak for all of us when I say that I can’t wait to see how our brilliant 
young learners celebrate this year.

As you might have seen, Hoboken High School’s Girls Lacrosse 
Team was featured in the Jersey Journal! You can check out what 
head coach Joanne Deni and our girls have been up to so far this 
year by clicking this link: http://highschoolsports.nj.com/news/
article/1457422545596256330/girls-lacrosse-preview-hoboken-
trending-in-the-right-direction/
 
For those of you that have purchased tickets, don’t forget that the 
Harlem Wizards basketball team will take on Hoboken Public School 
District staff members on April 15th! This event is certain to be fun-
filled for the entire family. 

For district information, program updates, and upcoming events, I 
encourage you to take a look at our new Interactive Calendar! Inside 
you will find important program highlights and resources, contact 
information, and more! This calendar will be updated throughout the 
year, so be sure to check back often. In addition, we have posted a 
website tutorial for those having some difficulty finding information.   

As always, be sure to connect with us on our social media platforms and 
download our mobile application, where we publish updates in real-
time for your convenience. Follow us on Twitter @HobokenSchools, 
like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools, and 
download our app on your Android and iOS devices by searching 
“Hoboken School District” in the Google Play Store and Apple Store.

 Sincerely, 

Dr. Christine Johnson
Dr. Christine Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

New HPEF Initiatives
Become a Donor

www.hobokenpef.org

The District Website

Our website is the best place to find all of 
our District resources, contact information, 
upcoming events, and everything else you 
might want to know about the Hoboken Public 
Schools. 

Using the link below, you will find detailed 
information on how to navigate the website and 
find exactly what you need. This index will be 
updated regularly, so be sure to refer back often 
to find out what’s new!

Navigating the District Website

Hoboken High School
Featured School

College and Career Readiness

The Hoboken Public School District is committed to providing 
a solid framework for all students to be successful in their 
chosen path after graduation. The vision of a Hoboken High 
School graduate identi es the knowledge, skills, readiness and 
dispositions our students should have in order to be ready to 
effectively navigate college, career and future opportunities. 
This solid foundation has positively in uenced our students 
to undertake and take on the challenges that will globally in 
uence their futures.

Nearly all of our students aspire to continue their education 
after high school. There are, however, many different ways to 
pursue a post-secondary education and each have a value 
in the current and projected economy. Finding the right fit 
for each student is critical to ensure that they make a wise 
investment and are adequately prepared to be successful.

Click here to find out more about our College & Career Readiness programming, including all of
our exciting Summer Learning Opportunities.

Early Childhood Education - Writer’s Workshop

The children in Pre-K 4 are engaging in Writer’s Workshops and 
using their classroom idea bank anchor charts for inspiration.  Just 
some of the amazing ideas that have been shared and written about 
are dinosaurs, the beach, bikes, toys, vacations, books, and favorite 
characters!  The children utilize the teacher’s morning message, 
word wall, and the interactive word wall as references to write and 
spell their sight words.   The children are also encouraged to use the 
sound map to assist in sounding out unfamiliar words.  Teachers will 
then model how to write the correct word below while stretching 
out the sounds of the words.   

This activity transpires into the Tools of the Mind planning block 
when students are tasked to engage in scaffold-writing based on 
their plan for the day.    Just like in the TOTM planning activity 
block, students are engaging in scaffolded writing during writing workshop while teachers are 
meeting their students at their ZPD (Zone of Proximal Development).  Within these activities, the 
children are really developing their sentence structure, vocabulary, letter-sound connections and 
handwriting skills.  Hand writing skills are further reinforced during the Tools of the Mind activity 
Graphics Practice.   

Graphics Practice supports the development of fine motor and self-regulation skills while 
students practice forming symbolic marks and shapes they will need for writing. They also learn 
the correct grasp as they direct their hand’s movement to music.  The children match these fine 
motor movements to private speech to solidify the connections between the brain the the muscle 
movements.  For example, drawing “fish bones on their plate” using their private speech “down” 
for the long bone and “across” for the short bones creates a “t”.   The letter is “s” is practiced by 
making slithering snakes with the private speech “curve in, curve out.”   

It has been a pleasure watching our students engage in these activities that have helped them 
become better writers while they begin to meet Kindergarten readiness expectations!

Riveting Women Through Time:

Come hear about trailblazing women who changed lives through 
their pioneering activism and broke barriers to redefine 

perspectives!

Our Brandt Second Graders invite you to experience these 
dynamic women through an interactive gallery filled with student 
created artifacts that symbolize their contributions to the world. 

Women’s History Month …come join us!

Wednesday, March 28, 2018 
1:30pm-2:30pm

Brandt Gymnasium

Hoboken Public Schools Achievement Video

2018 STEAM Tank Challenge
Sponsored and created by NJSBA and the U.S. Army, the STEAM Tank competition, which is 
modeled after the TV show “Shark Tank,” provides New Jersey students a platform to experience 
real-world problem solving, allowing them to think like entrepreneurs and design and create 
whatever they can dream using the fields of STEAM – science, technology, engineering, the arts 
and math. In STEAM Tank, students create innovative products and solutions to problems, which 
they enter into competition. Winners at the regional level compete in the finals at NJSBA’s annual 
Workshop, before a judging panel of entrepreneurs and business leaders.

There were over 400 submissions for this year’s competition, and we are proud to announce that 
our District will have two teams competing at the North Jersey Regional Competition, to be held at 
NJIT on April 14th! Second graders Pria Wolsky, Isabella Roach, Rajan Grover, Erik Jacobson, and 
Cameron Daly will be showcasing their reusable notebook “R Notebook.”. Also advancing are 5th 
graders Beatrice Olney, Kayla Koines, GG Fink, Paz De La Torre, and Annelien Schissler with their 
concept “Hi Lo Heels,” an interchangeable high heel complete with a biodegradable shoebox. 
We are so proud!

Click the video above to see some highlights of our recent advancements, achievements and events!

Weekly Highlights

Thank you Mrs. Hoyt! Read 
more about the scholarship 
started by HPSD’s music 
teacher Mrs. Kristen Hoyt 
by clicking here.

Hoboken Middle School’s 
Explorations After School 
Program Intramural Swim 
Team bean practicing 
yesterday at Hoboken High 
School!

http://www.hobokenschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/Principal%20Messages%2017-18/march/3-23/hhs%203-23.pdf
http://www.hobokenschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/Principal%20Messages%2017-18/march/3-23/hms%203-23.pdf
http://www.hobokenschools.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=9439869
http://www.hobokenschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/Principal%20Messages%2017-18/march/3-23/calabro%203-23.pdf
http://www.hobokenschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/Principal%20Messages%2017-18/march/3-23/connors%203-23.pdf
http://www.hobokenschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Weekly%20Updates/Principal%20Messages%2017-18/march/3-23/wallace%203-23.pdf
https://indd.adobe.com/view/7657226a-9eb6-48a1-9510-9b0e5356fab2
https://indd.adobe.com/view/7657226a-9eb6-48a1-9510-9b0e5356fab2
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/community_relations/digital_backpack
http://www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools
http://www.twitter.com/hobokenschools
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Community%20Relations/HPSD%20Mobile%20App.pdf
http://www.hobokenpef.org
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_2822288/File/Community%20Relations/Digital%20Backpack%2016-17/2017-2018/November/Backtoschoolform%20(3)%20(2).pdf
http://www.hobokenpef.org
https://indd.adobe.com/view/33349d8c-af4a-4d83-9f00-8dcf1712bb3d
https://indd.adobe.com/view/33349d8c-af4a-4d83-9f00-8dcf1712bb3d
http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/curriculum___testing/college_and_career_readiness
https://indd.adobe.com/view/9f52085a-42c1-4628-bd6a-8411f7e451fd
https://indd.adobe.com/view/9f52085a-42c1-4628-bd6a-8411f7e451fd



http://www.hobokenschools.org/whats_new/hoboken_teacher_starts_scholarship_for_students

